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Fact sheet for Jakotango Safaris Argentina
Accommodation: 
Patagonia has 3 accommodation sites.  The first is Estancia Tres Lagos, situated at the shores of Lake Filo Huahum which is half way between Bariloche and San Martin de los Andes, not far from the Chilean border. This privately owned Estancia has 12000 hectares bordering the Nahuel Huapi and Lanin National Park.  The owners, Jinny and Domingo Fernandez Beschtedt have lived on this property all their lives.  Together they manage all aspects of the farm from cattle farming to red stag hunting in the rutting season and they also run it as a fly fishing destination for brown and rainbow trout.  Jinny is an excellent cook and having had her own restaurant in San Martin de los Andes she knows how to spoil hungry riders with her secret local recipes and delicious wine! 
Adjacent to their cosy, inviting homestead are the wooden chalet style cabins where we sleep.  The four twin rooms all have their own bathroom and more importantly spectacular views over Lake Filo Huahum.  Jinny and Domingo invite us to have breakfast and dinner in the days we stay with them and then lunch is either an Argentinean style barbecue known as an ‘asado’ or a picnic up in the mountains accompanied by a cold beer or glass of famous Argentinean Malbec!
Two nights are spent at the very simple fly camp in two man tents and sleeping bags.  The camp site is an old hunting refuge in a narrow valley high up in the Andean cordillera.  There is an alternative to this camp which is taken in case the weather is too harsh to climb that high into the mountains. We try to have camp set up before we get there and the cook, Jinny, rides with us and our provisions aboard pack horses. The wine and beer travels ahead to get chilled in the river for us to enjoy a sun downer on arrival while dinner gets going. 
The final destination in Patagonia is Estancia Arroyo Verde which is predominantly a fishing lodge.  Like Tres Lagos it is also a family run property belonging to the Larivière family.  With crystal clear lakes and rivers there are opportunities to refresh both yourself and your horse with a dip at lunchtime.  Accommodation is within the lodge where the twin rooms are full of character and again have en suite bathrooms.  There is also a log cabin overlooking lake Traful, and even Chile in the distance, which could be the more romantic option but since there are 6 beds in a common room and only one shower the guests staying there should be comfortable with sharing. 

Other activities:  Fly fishing for brown and rainbow trout is an optional additional activity or can be done in place of riding.  For this we would need previous notice since the licenses, rods and maybe a guide need to be organised.  This will have an additional cost.  In the month of March the hunting season takes place and the hunting is still done on horseback until the final stalk which has to be done on foot.  These hunting trips are different to the usual riding trips as the itinerary revolves around the hunt.  

Isla Don Felipe: At the end of the 19th century there were huge fruit plantations throughout the Tigre Delta.  One of the major players in this business was the De Marci family, who owned approximately 1000 hectares with 350 employees.  The De Marcis themselves used to live on main land, in San Fernando but supervised their crops every day and delivered food to their employees.  This was the busiest time of the famous “Puerto de frutos”, which is still latent today but occupied by various craftsmen that sell touristy gifts and no longer a central fruit market. 

As the founder died, the property was dived for his two sons.  There was a house on the property which one of the brothers inherited and the other was left with a larger portion of land but no building to live in.  Therefore in 1904 he bought himself a prefabricated house in England, which was an easy solution at the time as the English produced many of these houses to send to their colonies.   

In the 40’s there happened to be a massive frost period which damaged most of the fruit trees and the business was left to disappear.  The land was soon subdivided and sold as smaller properties.  All that was left in the end was the house with its 10 hectares.

When Christl von Plessen found this place in 1990, it had been for sale for 8 years but uninhabited for another 15 so the house was in quite a bad shape. 

The housekeeper at the time was Don Felipe, an old Italian man who had smuggled himself into Argentina on a cruise ship when he was 19 year old and worked on the island the rest of his life.  It is from his own knowledge that we have this information as there are no written documents about the history of the De Marci family or this island. He died last year at age of 103.  

At present there are two houses on the island.  The prefabricated house from England still exists having been renovated to its original splendour by Jakob’s mother Christl and more recently Jakob’s house was erected nearby in a similar style.  With three bedrooms in Jakob’s house and two in Christl’s guests are normally divided between the two but meals and socialising take place in the spacious verandas chez Christl. 

Estancia “El Boqueron”: This is a wonderfully decorated house which used to be the golf club house of the Anchorena family. Now it has been modified to comfortably host up to 12 guests.  There is also a quincho (pool house) with a stylish bar next to the swimming pool that seems to encourage guests to stay up until the early hours.  A polo pitch was added recently so stick and ball practice and slow chukkas are possible depending on the riding ability of the guests.  In addition a 27 jump rustic cross country course was built in 2009.  The jumps vary in size but are no bigger than 110cm and are inviting to jump.  We are also waiting for the steeplechase hedges, planted also in 2009, to grow a little more before the little point to point course is fully established. 

Other activities: At Estancia El Boqueron there is wonderful rolling countryside for scenic walks.  A game of tennis can be arranged for the more energetic guests and those wishing to relax can enjoy a relaxing massage by the pool or in their bedroom.  At an additional cost we can also arrange a session of clay pigeon shooting with a wonderful setting in the rocky outcrops.  

Children: We will accept children on riding safaris but they must be competent riders.  There is a half price discount for children under 12 years old.

Clothing List: 

· Warm Jacket 
· Riding hard hat
· Rain gear
· Fleece 
· Gloves
· Riding hat
· Warm hat
· Thermal underwear
· Sun hat 
· Riding boots and chaps 
· Trainers
· Flip flops
· Jeans / riding trousers x 2
· Long sleeved cotton shirts x 4 
· Short sleeve T-shirts x 4 
· Swimming costume 
· Camera 
· Head Torch 
· Sun Glasses 
· Sun block
· Lip balm
· Penknife
· Holiday reading 
Evening wear on the whole can be described as smart/casual but there is the occasion to dress up a little at Estancia El Boqueron if the guests would like to.

Drinks:   All alcohol and soft drinks are inclusive.  In Patagonia the Pisco Sour is always ranked as the favourite drink.  Whisky, Gin, Vodka, wine and beers are always available.  Other drinks could be added by request. 

Wildlife:  Argentina is a trip for magnificent sceneries and less for wildlife.  Nevertheless we have some spectacular close up sightings of condors in the mountains as they swoop down to take a closer look at us.  In Patagonia they also have red deer, wild boar, guanaco and a host of interesting bird life.

How to Get There: Fly to Ezeiza international airport, Buenos Aires.  This is a great city so we advise you stay here for a couple of nights either before or after the trip.  Tango shows and shopping seems to be the highlights.  Obviously in December the Argentine Polo Open is a unique opportunity to see the best and fastest polo in the world.  
There is a return domestic flight to Patagonia from Buenos Aires which we organise but is at an additional cost of around $600 (this rate may fluctuate).  Transfer from Buenos Aires to El Boqueron following the night on Isla Don Felipe is also by domestic flight but it is also possible to charter a flight which is more expensive but more economic on time.
Insurance:  Whilst we carry public liability insurance and take all possible care full medical and holiday insurance is essential. 

Length of Rides: Varying between 2-8 hours in the saddle with the longer rides taking place in Patagonia.  A picnic lunch or asado is carried by packhorse and lunch breaks of up to two hours. 

Luggage:  Up to 20kg.

Food: Although Argentina is a carnivorous country, apart from the delicious argentine meat we serve a delicious variety of dishes.  Even if this might not be the ideal place for vegetarians, we can cater for them if necessary.

Medical and safety: A medical kit is on hand in camp and in the saddle.  Except for one day in the Andes where we are out of contact from the rest of the world, every other place has easy access to medical support. Please advise us of any allergies or relevant medical history.  

Money: We suggest guests change US$200 on arrival and get $50 in small change 10 peso, 20 peso and 50 peso notes.  This is to get around the city, for taxis etc. Once you start the trip you don’t really need any money and for shopping dollars are accepted everywhere.  

Non-Riders:  We will take non-riders but this should be discussed with Jakotango Safaris first.  Ideal for non riders would be Isla Don Felipe and Estancia El Boqueron, where there are many alternative activities. Both these places are also bookable individually.

Power supplies: There is power everywhere except at the fly camp. Sometimes power comes from a generator so there might be a time limit. 

Riding Ability: You should be comfortable at all paces.  The riding in Patagonia is predominantly at a walking pace due to the climb and descent nature of the mountains. At Estancia ‘El Boqueron’ the riding is usually at a faster pace with plenty of trotting and cantering.  The horses are very well schooled and sure footed.

Single Supplement:   Not always possible.  Please check with us in advance. 

Size of the Rides: Maximum of 8 guests. 
Tack: Comfortable argentine ‘recado’ saddles with sheep skins for the ride in Patagonia.  Back at Estancia “El Boqueron” there are both ‘recados’ and polo saddles. 

Terrain:  In the Patagonian mountains there is steep climbing on horseback with a few opportunities for cantering in the valleys.  On horseback we reach places completely unspoiled by man.  We ride along crystal clear lakes and rivers where we swim with the horses as we un-tack them after a long day in the saddle.  People with vertigo may struggle riding along the magnificent precipices.

Estancia “El Boqueron” is situated about 400km south of Bs As and not far from the Atlantic Ocean.  The gentle rolling hills offer great opportunities for long canters and faster rides.  We have access to all the neighbouring properties so there is an area of 10.000 acres to ride in.  

Tipping: The recommended tip is $15 per person per day.

Type of Horses: In Patagonia the horses are locally born and bred, predominantly the Argentine ‘criollo’ breed but some have Quarter Horse, Thoroughbred and even Percheron influence. 
At Estancia El Boqueron we have thoroughbreds, criollos and half breeds.  Some are schooled for polo and others for jumping but all are lovely riding horses.

Weather:  We start the season in November which is spring in Argentina.  The weather in Patagonia can be very variable with temperatures ranging from 30ºC to 0ºC and wind can make it feel cooler.  So come prepared for cold conditions but most of the time you will want to wear light clothing.  On the Island and at El Boqueron  expect pleasant summer weather with temperatures ranging between 20℃ and 30℃.
The sun can be extremely vicious so hat and sun block are essential.  Long sleeves often help to avoid sun burns.  

Weight Limit: Maximum weight is 200 lbs for a novice rider and 210 lbs for an advanced rider (15 stone or 95 kg). 

Laundry:  More or less every second day laundry is available at no extra cost.

Payment Terms and conditions:

A deposit of: 30% of the total cost to confirm the trip. Balance due 60 days before trip starts.

Cancellations: Outside 120 days any monies will be refunded. Outside 90 days deposit non-refundable. Outside 60 days a charge of 50% will apply. Cancellation inside 60 days, we reserve the right to retain full payment. Cancellation insurance is advisable.
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